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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to communication filed on 01/24/2002. 

2. Claims 1 -1 7 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 102(b) as being anticipated by Torii et al. (Patent 
Number 5,761 ,308 hereinafter Torii). 

In reference to claims 1 and 14, Torii teaches a consuming device for effecting a 
specific function by using a content of an information package containing a plurality of 
charged contents while permitting a user to get a refund in response to the amount of 
actually used contents, the consuming device comprising: means for using said content 
of said information package (i.e. a user terminal) (col. 1 lines 65 to col. 2 lines 6 and 
Figures 1 , 2, and 6); means for storing information to know whether each of said 
charged contents has been used so far (i.e. whether specific content from the CD has 
been normally installed) (col. 4 lines 47-52, col. 7 lines 44-54, col. 10 lines 24-52, col. 
13 lines 25-55, and Figure 3); means, responsive to a determination that said content to 
be used has never been used, for registering to the effect as said information (col. 9 
lines 60 to col. 10 lines 52, col. 11 lines 25-33, and col. 13 lines 25-55); and means, 
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responsive to a determination that the user has already got said refund and said content 
to be used has never been used, for prohibiting a use of said content to be used (i.e. 
using a check code it can be determined if the user should be able to use the software 
that he paid for or not be able to use the software he got a refund for already) (col. 3 
lines 12 to col. 5 lines 26). 

4. In reference to claim 2, Torii teaches a consuming device further comprising 
means, responsive to a refund request from the user, for sending a signal indicative of 
said refund request and a user ID of the user to a vendor side from which the user has 
bought said information package (col. 4 lines 4-37). 

5. In reference to claim 3, Torii teaches a consuming device wherein said means for 
storing information comprises means for storing a list of identifiers (IDs) of the used 
contents having been used so far, and wherein said registering means includes means 
for adding an ID of said content to be used (col. 7 lines 44-54, col. 8 lines 1-18 and 55- 
59). 

6. In reference to claim 16, Torii teaches a program, run on a computer, for 
effecting a specific function by using a content of an information package containing a 
plurality of charged contents while permitting a user to get a refund in response to the 
amount of actually used contents, the program comprising the functions of: using said 
content of said information package (col. 7 lines 55-67); storing a list of IDs of charged 
contents having been used so far in such a way as prevents said list from being altered 
by any person, and if said content has never been used, adding an ID of said content to 
said list (col. 7 lines 44-54, col. 8 lines 1-18 and 55-59). 



Application/Control Number: 10/053,667 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3622 

7. In reference to claim 17, Torii teaches an information package for use in a 
computer based system, the information package comprising: a plurality of charged 
contents (col. 6 lines 14-21); identifiers (IDs) assigned to respective charged contents 
(i.e. a content id is registered) (col. 8 lines 55-59); a program for effecting a specific 
function by using one of the charged contents and permitting a user to get a refund in 
response to the amount of actually used contents, the program comprising the functions 
of: using said content of said information package (col. 7 lines 55-67); storing a list of 
IDs of charged contents having been used so far in such a way as prevents said list 
from being altered by any person, and if said content has never been used, adding an 
ID of said content to said list (col. 7 lines 44-54, col. 8 lines 1-18 and 55-59). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

8. Claim 6 is rejected under 103(a) as being anticipated by Torii in view of Barber 
(Patent Number 6,349,288 hereinafter Barber). 

In reference to claim 6, Torii does not specifically teach a consuming device, 
further comprising selection means for permitting the : user to select, as said content, a 
desired one of said charged contents, said selection means including means for 
displaying the price of said selected content. Barber explicitly teaches a consuming 
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device, further comprising selection means for permitting the user to select, as said 
content, a desired one of said charged contents, said selection means including means 
for displaying the price of said selected content (col. 3 lines 1-39). It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
include in Torii's invention a user selection means and a price display means to give the 
users and option to pick and choose what contents they want to gain access to and to 
let the users know of the particular price associated with the each content installation 
ahead of time. 

9. Claims 8 and 14 are rejected under 103(a) as being anticipated by Torii in view of 
Applicant's background. 

In reference to claim 8, Torii teaches means for using said content of said 
information package (i.e. a user terminal) (col. 1 lines 65 to col. 2 lines 6 and Figures 1 , 
2, and 6); means for storing information to know whether each of said charged contents 
has been used so far (i.e. whether specific content from the CD has been normally 
installed) (col. 4 lines 47-52, col. 7 lines 44-54, col. 10 lines 24-52, col. 13 lines 25-55, 
and Figure 3); means, responsive to a determination that said content to be used has 
never been used, for registering to the effect as said information (col. 9 lines 60 to col. 
10 lines 52, col. 11 lines 25-33, and col. 13 lines 25-55); and means, responsive to a 
determination that the user has already got said refund and said content to be used has 
never been used, for prohibiting a use of said content to be used (i.e. using a check 
code it can be determined if the user should be able to use the software that he paid for 
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or not be able to use the software he got a refund for already) (col. 3 lines 12 to col. 5 
lines 26). 

Torii does not teach the information package to include maps. Applicant's 
background on page 1 lines 12-22 teach that an information package can include an 
atlas CD-ROM with maps covering a nation for use in a car navigation system (intended 
use not given any weight). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the applicant's invention to include in Torii's invention an 
information package consisting of maps to provide for customized billing for the use of 
individual maps similar to customized billing for use of each song. 

10. In reference to claim 14, Torii teaches means responsive to a refund request 
from the user, for sending a signal indicative of said refund request and a user ID of the 
user to a vendor side from which the user has bought said information package (col. 4 
lines 4-37). 

1 1 . Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 103(a) as being anticipated by Torii in view of 
Barber and further in view of Applicant's background. 

In reference to claim 9, Torii does not specifically teach a consuming device, 
further comprising selection means for permitting the user to select, as said content, a 
desired one of said charged contents, said selection means including means for 
displaying the price of said selected content. Barber explicitly teaches a consuming 
device, further comprising selection means for permitting the user to select, as said 
content, a desired one of said charged contents, said selection means including means 
for displaying the price of said selected content (col. 3- lines 1-39). It would have been 
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obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
include in Torii's invention a user selection means and a price display means to give the 
users and option to pick and choose what contents they want to gain access to and to 
let the users know of the particular price associated with the each content installation . 
ahead of time. 

Torii does not teach the information package to include maps. Applicant's 
background on page 1 lines 12-22 teach that an information package can include an 
atlas CD-ROM with maps covering a nation for use in a car navigation system (intended 
use not given any weight). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the applicant's invention to include in Torii's invention an 
information package consisting of maps to provide for customized billing for the use of 
individual maps similar to customized billing for use of each song. 
12. In reference to claim 10, Torii does not specifically teach a consuming device, 
further comprising selection means for permitting the user to select, as said content, a 
desired one of said charged contents, said selection means including means for 
displaying the price of said selected content. Barber explicitly teaches a consuming 
device, further comprising selection means for permitting the user to select, as said 
content, a desired one of said charged contents, said selection means including means 
for displaying the price of said selected content (col. 3 lines 1-39). It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
include in Torii's invention a user selection means and a price display means to give the 
users and option to pick and choose what contents they want to gain access to and to 
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let the users know of the particular price associated with the each content installation 
ahead of time. 

1 3. Claims 4,5,7, 11, and 1 5 are rejected under 1 03(a) as being anticipated by Torii 
in view of Official Notice. 

In respect to claims 4 and 5, Torii does not teach a consuming device, wherein 
said means for prohibiting a use of said content includes a flag indicative of whether the 
user has already got said refund and the means for setting said flag to 1. Official Notice 
is taken that it is old and well known to flag items with an indicator for which the user 
has already received a refund to prevent the user from receiving that specific amount of 
refund twice for a single item. For example, when a user goes to a retailer to return 
something and the barcode on the receipt is scanned, once the item has been returned, 
the user will not be able to return it again, since it would show up as already been 
returned in the register. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention for Torii's invention to include the use of a flag 
and an indicator to prevent the return of an already returned file and therefore to prevent 
fraud, which is one of Torii's objectives. 

14. In respect to claim 7, Torii does not teach a consuming device, further comprising 
means, responsive to a predetermined input by the user, for displaying an expected 
amount of a refund that the user could receive at present. Official Notice is taken that it 
is old and well known to display an amount of a refund the user could receive at present 
to enable the user to decide if he would like to continue receiving the content or if he 
would still rather opt for a refund. For example, colleges with regard to tuition 
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reimbursement do this after the course has started where the amount of refund a 
student can receive decreases with time, since the student has had the opportunity to 
learn the information taught in the course over time. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention for Torii's 
invention to include the use of a flag and an indicator to prevent the return of an already 
returned file and therefore to prevent fraud, which is one of Torii's objectives. 

15. In respect to claim 1 1 , Torii does not teach a navigation system, wherein said 
means for calculating said price includes means for correcting said calculated price 
according to the elapsed time from release of said optical disc. Official Notice is taken 
that it is old and well known to calculate a price according to the elapsed time from 
release of said optical disc to enable the retailer to move obsolete inventory and to 
make room for new releases. For example, retailers who sell old movies for a 
discounted price when new part II or III of those movies are released do this. It would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention for Torii's invention to include the use of correcting said calculated price 
according to the elapsed time from release of said optical disc to enable users to 
receive a discount for purchasing obsolete software and to enable the retailer to 
continue making some revenue with the sale of these products while focusing their 
energy on the sale of new products. 

16. In respect to claim 15, Torii does not teach a navigation system, further 
comprising: means for permitting the user to issue a flag resetting command; means, 
responsive to a reception of a notice of a refund fee, for asking the user if the user 
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agrees to pay said refund fee; means, responsive to an agreement by the user, for 
prompting the user to do a further operation to reset said flag; and means, responsive to 
said further operation, for resetting said flag. Official Notice is taken that it is old and 
well known to enable a user to reset a flag in order to gain access to an application. For 
example, if a gym member fails to pay his monthly bill, his access to the gym may be 
blocked by the use of an access flag in the gym's check in system until he makes the 
payment upon which the access is restored. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention for Torii's invention to 
enable the user to restore a flag and access the content to enable the user who has 
made payments to access the purchased contents. 

17. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 103(a) as being anticipated by Torii in view 
of the Applicant's Background and further in view of Official Notice. 

In respect to claim 12, Torii does not teach the information package to include 
maps. Applicant's background on page 1 lines 12-22 teach that an information package 
can include an atlas CD-ROM with maps covering a nation for use in a car navigation 
system (intended use not given any weight). It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to include in Torii's 
invention an information package consisting of maps to provide for customized billing for 
the use of individual maps similar to customized billing for use of each song. 

Torii also does not teach a consuming device, wherein said means for prohibiting 
a use of said content includes a flag indicative of whether the user has already got said 
refund. Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known to flag items with an 
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indicator for which the user has already received a refund to prevent the user from 
receiving that specific amount of refund twice for a single item. For example, when a 
user goes to a retailer to return something and the barcode on the receipt is scanned, 
once the item has been returned, the user will not be able to return it again, since it 
would show up as already been returned in the register. It would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention for Torii's 
invention to include the use of a flag and an indicator to prevent the return of an already 
returned file and therefore to prevent fraud, which is one of Torii's objectives. 
18. In respect to claim 13, Torii does not teach the information package to include 
maps. Applicant's background on page 1 lines 12-22 teach that an information package 
can include an atlas CD-ROM with maps covering a nation for use in a car navigation 
system (intended use not given any weight). It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to include in Torii's 
invention an information package consisting of mapis to provide for customized billing for 
the use of individual maps similar to customized billing for use of each song. 

Torii also does not teach a navigation system, further comprising flag setting 
means for permitting the user to set said flag so as to cause said flag to indicate that no 
new map is available. Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known to flag items 
with an indicator that no new version is available to enable the user to know that he is 
buying the latest version of the product. For example, bookstore databases frequently 
indicate if there are more than one versions available for a text (i.e. 2006 rules or 2007 
rules) and if they are on the shelves or have been ordered to enable the user to decide 
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if he should carry out his purchase for that textbook. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention for Torii's 
invention to include the use of a flag and an indicator to indicate that the version being 
sold is the latest version and no new version is available so that the user can make his 
purchase with confidence knowing that he is buying the most up to date version of the 
software. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Namrata (Pinky) Boveja whose telephone number is 
571-272-8105. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on 571-272-6724. The Central FAX Number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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